MINUTES
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION
February 14, 2019
Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Street
Lansing, Michigan 48933

Present for the Natural Resources Commission

Vicki Pontz, chair
John Walters
Louise Klarr
Keith Creagh
Chris Tracy

Absent

Dave Nyberg
Rex Schlaybaugh

Present for DNR Staff

Daniel Bock, legal counsel, Office of the Attorney General
Dan Eichinger, DNR director

Bill O’Neill, DNR deputy director

Trevor VanDyke, DNR legal/legislative director

Brooke Parmalee, DNR legislative assistant

Cheryl Nelson, NRC executive assistant

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair Vicki Pontz called the Natural Resources Commission (commission) meeting to order at
1:40 p.m.

Director’s Report: Pure Michigan Hunt winners In the ninth year of this contest, Wildlife
division chief Russ Mason said that each lucky winner would be taking home over $4,000 in
donated prizes, including hunting gear and many hunting seasons’ licenses. Mason thanked
the numerous groups and vendors for their generous donations. The winners this year included
Greg Burks of White Lake (Oakland County), Jesse Jubb of Bath (Clinton County) and John
Murphy of Lapeer (Lapeer County).

Parks and Trails Update: Parks and Recreation division (PRD) chief Ron Olson shared that
the recreation passport was up 5.9%, revenues are up 7.4% due to $5 fee for the purchase of a
passport at state parks. Harbor nights are up 16%, ORVs permits are up 8.5%, snowmobile trail
permits are down 34%.

Olson said that the Houghton trail FEMA grant application for funding has been submitted; the
department should be informed of approval within the next few months. There will be a State
Park Fun Day event at Interlochen state park on May 18. Olson also noted that PRD has
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launched the infrastructure assessment at 80 harbors of refuge on the Great Lakes and 1,300
boating access sites.

Wildlife Division’s Annual Report: Kelly Siciliano Carter, Wildlife division's public
engagement and outreach unit manager, presented the division’s fiscal year 2018. The report is
created from the division’s strategic plan to share and highlight key items that have been
completed in that year. Carter emphasized the CWD portion of the report and recognized that
this was not just a wildlife division undertaking, staff from many other divisions assisted. Carter
ended by thanking the Wildlife staff and complimented them for getting all this work done while
also completing many other necessary daily tasks.

Fish Disease Report: Gary Whelan, Fisheries division's research section supervisor,
presented a report on fish diseases. Whelan said that while most diseases haven’t shown any
effects on people, although he suggested that people do not eat raw fish out of fresh water
lakes. Most fresh water diseases begin as pathogens below the surface but aren’t noticed until
dead fish show up on the top of the water body. Largemouth bass virus (LMBv), Epizootic
Epitheliotropic Disease (EEDv), Viral Hemorragic Septicemia virus (VHSv) pathogens are the
most-noted bacterial infections. Whelan said that these diseases have a large effect on
Michigan economics and provided helpful habits to assist in deterring them including cleaning
equipment and boats, not moving live fish or water between lakes, reducing fishing during
stressful periods, not holding fish in live wells for a long time if they are going to be released and
reporting mortalities of over 25 fish. More information may be found at
Michigan.gov/eyesinthefield.

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Update: Wildlife division’'s Chad Stewart and Kristin
Phillips Communication and Engagement chief Phillips said that the communication efforts
have changed to “Your Actions Matter” campaign for wildlife enthusiasts, asking them to feed
wildlife responsibly. She also shared that there will be stakeholder meetings throughout the
state during March/April, townhall meetings in summer, and the department will be working on
2019 hunter communication plan for later this year. Stewart provided a 2018 CWD surveillance
summary adding that the department couldn’t have gotten this level of detail without the
partnership of the state’s many stakeholders. Stewart also provided an update on the
resolution for the Antler Point Restrictions (APRs) survey in the thumb area. To date, the
department has a response rate of 59% of 2,100 surveys initially sent to individuals who have
hunted one of the five thumb counties, a follow-up survey will be sent to non-responders on
February 19. It was also noted that a decision will need to be made by July, 2019. He said that
the department is designing an experiment with APRs in Newaygo, Mecosta, Montcalm, Kent
and lonia counties, where CWD is known to exist. The experiment should be able to provide
estimates on deer abundance, sex and age ratio changes, deer harvest, hunter numbers and
hunter perceptions of APRs. Stewart said that a decision is expected in July on moving forward
with the experiment. More specifics on CWD may be found at www.michigan.gov/cwd. Wildlife
division’s Dwayne Etter and Stewart fielded questions from the commission regarding the cost
if the five-county area experiment, that is estimated at $450,000, how the model is being
developed at this early stage, the assistance needed from stakeholders/co-ops in the thumb
area are currently assisting, the regulatory actions needed for this to go forward as proposed,
viability of a mandatory registration, and the necessity to have this completed and approved by
July, 2019.

Introduction of the DNR’s New Legislative Liaison, Craig Brunet: Director Eichinger
introduced the department’s new legislative liaison, Craig Brunet, who received both his
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Bachelor of Science in Political Science and Master of Public Administration from Northern
Michigan University. He previously worked for the Michigan House of Representatives, serving
the 109" district, he then took his talents to the department of Technology, Management and
Budget.

Legislative Report: Trevor VanDyke, director of the legal and legislative section
provided a written report of legislation related to the department. In addition to the written report,
VanDyke provided information on recent legislative highlights.

Committee Reports:

Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee (MSPAC) Commissioner Klarr shared that the
committee received updates on Sargent Sands, the budget, PRD’s centennial year, and
MSPAC's finance committee. MSPAC’s 2019 major goals and priorities were identified and
there was a subcommittee review and appointments to the Finance Committee and Stewardship
Committee.

NRC Policy Committee on Wildlife and Fisheries: Commissioner Klarr received a report
from chief Dexter on the 2019 Black Lake sturgeon season, Fisheries Order 200.19A and the
recommendations that would be made to the full commission later that day. Chief Mason
provided information on the Michigan Pheasant Hunters' Initiative, Barb Avers presented the
2019-20 Migratory Game Bird Hunting Seasons recommendations and Ashley Autenrieth
presented the Bear License Quotas and management goals for bears

PUBLIC APPEARANCES BEFORE THE NRC

(Brooke Parmalee read the official timekeeping procedures and guidelines for the meeting’s
public appearances which began at 3:04 p.m.)

Jim Sweeney spoke on the proposed APRs in the CWD zone, he shared a report of his findings
with the commission and said he is not in favor of mandatory APRs.

Dan Kimmel from Michigan Bass Nation, talked about the importance of bass fishing in the
state, including inland panfish. He feels bass fishing is significant for Michigan and said it is
number one in angler days and number 2 in for fishing behind panfish. Kimmel asked the
commission to give importance to bass fishing and fish disease, even with the spotlight on deer
and CWD.

Erik Schnelle, president of the Michigan Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA) spoke
on CWD management research. He feels some key elements about APRs are missing; no one
thinks they are a magic wand that will make CWD disappear. Michigan QDMA wants to help
get information out, setting goals, creating a roadmap, and see that appropriate doe harvest
goals get communicated to hunters as soon as possible. Habitat needs also need to be looked
at. His group doesn’t want to see the Youth or Liberty hunts changed. The director added that
there is discussion ongoing in the department regarding those hunts.

Aalden Guilmette opened by sharing something his grandfather told him 25 years ago; he said
he was sorry deer hunting wouldn’t be here in the future like it was at that time, it will be only for
the elite. Guilmette added that he does not think that adding APRs will improve the herd
health, the baiting ban decreases the average hunter's success who hunt on public land. He





















